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ACTION 10-03 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO AF-04 EUR-08 NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-05 

CIAE-00 PRS-01 L-01 DODE-OO PM-03 SP-02 /047 W 

046254 

R 041515Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO USMISSION USUN NY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4928 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 0108 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SF, UN, PFOR 

SUBJ: SOUTH AFRICA NON- AGGRESSION PACTS 
REFS: CAPE TOWN 80, USUN 0397 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS MINISTER OF DEFENCE P.W. 

BOTHA SAID INPARLIAMENT AFTERNOON FEB 3 THAT IN TIME SOUTH 
AFRICA MIGHT CONCLUDE DEFENCE PACTS WITH OTHER AFRICAN 
STATES UNDER TERMS OF WHICH SOUTH AFRICA COULD BE CALLED 
UPON TO HELP REPULSE COMMUNIST ATTACKS. BOTHA WAS SPEAKING 
DURING DEBATE ON NEW SAG DEFENCE LEGISLATION (CAPE TOWN 80). 

2. COMMENT: MIN DEFENCE'S STATEMENT DOES NOT OF COURSE 
SPEAK TO ISSUE OF NON- AGGRESSION PACTS BUT IS CLOSE ENOUGH 
TO PERHAPS BE OF INTEREST. SOTTELET'S REPORT OF PIK 
BOTHA'S COMMENTS FITS PATTERN OF SAG'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS, 
AND, WE BELIEVE PRIVATE BELIEF, THAT ITS INVOLVEMENT IN 
ANGOLA CAN BE UTILIZED AS PLUS FACTOR IN PROMOTION OF 
"DETENTE'' WITH MODERATE AFRICAN STATES. FROM THIS 
VANTAGE POINT IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT BLACK STATES, EVEN 
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ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH SOUTH AFRICA, WOULD 
RISK FURTHER CENSURE BY ENTERING INTO LARGELY GRATUITOUS 
'NON-AGGRESSION PACTS" WHICH WOULD BE VIEWED AS GOING 
BEYOND "DIALOGUE" WITH RACIST REGIME INTO AREA OF OPEN 
ACCEPTANCE OF APARTHEID. CONCEIVABLE THAT NON-AGGRESSION 
PACT MIGHT BE AMONG TREATIES SAG PLANNING TO SIGN WITH 
TRANS KEI BEFORE OR IMMEDIATELY AFTER LATTER'S INDEPENDENCE, 

BUT WE HAVE HAD NO HINT OF THIS. 

BOWDLER 
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